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 Pitch Duration Dynamics Tempo Timbre Texture Structure Instruments and more…. 

Nursery high 
low 

long 
short 

loud 
quiet 

fast 
slow 

voice 
sing  
play 
soft 

soft 
hard 

start 
stop 

egg shakers 
claves  

share 
respond 
perform 
practise 
listen 

Reception do – re – mi 
up 
down 

longer 
shorter 

piano 
forte 

faster 
slower 

 big 
warm 

begin 
end 

string, woodwind, 
brass & percussion 
orchestra 
 
tap 

think 
feel 
ideas 
experiment 
respond 

Year One high 
low 
up down 
tune 

beat 
pulse 
rhythm – patterns of 
long & short 

pianissimo 
fortissimo  

increase 
decrease 

smooth 
crunchy 

group 
orchestra 
band 

call & response 
verse 
chorus 

xylophone 
djembe 
glass harmonica 

compose 
audience 
imagination 
conductor 
leader 
composition 

Year Two graphic score crotchet, quaver, 
crotchet rest 
melody 

crescendo 
diminuendo 

accelerate warm 
cold 

ensemble 
style 

improvise 
compose 
pattern 

harp  performance 
opinion 
style 

Year Three staff notation 
treble clef 
pentatonic 
complex melody 

minim 
paired quavers 

mezzo piano 
mezzo forte 

allegro 
adagio 

brilliant 
murky 

unison 
solo 
duet 
backing voalcs 

riff 
instrumental 

Viola 
ukulele 

dimensions 
style 

Year Four scale 
score 
octave 
melody 
major & minor 
chord 
bending notes 
harmony 

syncopated  pp, p, mp, mf, f, ff time signature 2/4, 
¾, 4/4  

divine 
wheezing 

solo 
accompaniment 
trio 
quartet 
unison 
staccato 
legato 

hook saxophone 
clarinet 
 

choreography 
genre 
interpretation 
stylistically 
musically 

Year Five groove 
triad 
C major 
A minor 
sharp 
flat 

drone crescendo 
diminuendo 

largo 
moderato 
presto 

harsh 
dull 

binary 
ternary 
sonata 
minuet 
round 
theme 
variation 

bridge turntables 
synthesiser 

diction 
tuning 
gospel 
groove 

Year Six melodic shape 
chordal 
accompaniment  
arpeggio 

 subito 
sforsando 

accelerando 
rallentando 
rubato 

 monophonic 
homophonic 
polyphonic 
a capella 
rondo 

phrasing  accuracy 
fluency 
expression 
recall 
aural 

 


